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No, O people, the Lord has told you what is good, and this is what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love 

mercy, and to walk humbly with your God.—Micah 6:8 



 

 
SO, HOW DID WE GET HERE? 

 
As you are probably aware, my retirement date fast approaches, on March 1, 2019. Knowing that I will soon be leaving 
office, I thought you might be interested in learning some things about my background and adventures that have 
shaped me into being what I am today.  So, this month, I will share with you some of my life’s experiences up until my 
arrival at Trinity in 1995.  You will at least have some awareness of what has made me tick. 
 
I was born on January 12, 1953, a son of Clara and Chet Wirsing of Auburn, Michigan, and baptized into the faith on 
January 25, 1953, at Zion Lutheran Church, Auburn, Michigan.  From infancy, my family worshiped weekly; the church 
was a big part of our lives.  My fondest memories involve sitting in worship, surrounded by my grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, and many cousins.  Church time was family time.  Another huge part of those early years centered around our 
family farm.  When we were not at church, we were working on the farm.  Hard.  In fact, the farm was elemental in 
shaping me into what I am.  Contrary to my brothers, Terry and Tim, who were both excellent with mechanical things, 
I struggled with it all.  Still, I learned the value of hard work and never really getting done with that work.  It 
prepared me for the pastoral ministry. 
 
At eighteen, I was led to study for the pastoral ministry and headed off to Concordia Lutheran Junior College, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, where I met my wife-to-be, Jan Schroeder, from Dundee, Illinois.  This would be very good news for 
our children, Tara and Thomas.  We eventually headed to St. Louis, Missouri where I attended Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, Missouri, graduating in 1979.   Jan worked hard along the way, graduating as a teacher from Concordia Teachers 
College, River Forest, Illinois.  She taught for three years as I studied and eventually building her own teaching career 
in ministry.    
 
On June 3, 1979, I was ordained into the pastoral ministry, again at Zion, Auburn Michigan, and began my first call, 
Christ Lutheran Church Mason City, Illinois, about an hour from Bloomington.  The congregation was composed of 
many farmers and people who had made their livings from agriculture.  I served them seven years, enjoying every bit 
of it.  I rode tractors in the spring and combines in the fall.  They were people who I understood being a farm kid 
myself.  The people of Christ were awesome and blessed us mightily.  Our children, Tara and Thomas, were born 
there, and the folks were genuinely kind and generous to us; I cannot think of a better congregation at which to begin 
ministry.  They embraced us and were very patient with a guy right out of the Seminary.   God was good. 
 
In July 1986, I was led to take the call to serve as pastor of St. Michael Lutheran, Wayne Michigan.  While Christ, 
Mason City, had been rural/small town, St. Michael, Wayne, was on the far west side of the Detroit suburbs.  The 
dominant industry there was the auto industry, and for the most part I was employed by the Ford Motor Company 
since many, many, of our folks were employed there.  (I had no idea how similar this would be to Bloomington/
Normal.)  St. Michael’s folks were in the middle of building a Christian day school.  By building, I mean the members 
did most of the labor during construction.  It was an aggressive effort, but they weathered through it.  One of the 
outstanding features of the congregation was the tremendous number of leaders that were present there.  I was 
amazed then, and still am today, by how many leaders there were and how willing they were to use their gifts to the 
glory of God.  Amazing.  While at St. Michael, I experienced being a senior pastor for the first time, had a school and 
school staff to work with, and learned to handle a congregation that was fairly fast-growing and going through obvious 
growing pains.  In many ways, I probably learned more about the pastoral ministry during those eight years than I 
learned during any other similar periods.  Like the folks at Christ, St. Michael’s people were kind to us and welcomed 
us as part of them.   Again, God was good. 
 
In 1994, God threw me a curve ball, calling me to the campus ministry at Wittenberg Lutheran Center, Normal, 
Illinois. I had never served in a campus setting before, but for some reason, I had the sense that this was what I was 
supposed to do next.  The ministry had gone through some tough times.  In fact, one student attended my installation 
service, leading my Dad to say to me in all seriousness, “You’ve just committed the biggest mistake of your life.”  But 
I had a sense that God had something in mind for me and I was at peace with that.  We rolled up our sleeves and went 
to work, getting to know some amazing young Christians who rapidly became strong leaders.  It has been one of my 
privileges to visit a number of them over the years and learn that they were now leaders in their own families and 
congregations.  I had the privilege to work with the best of the best.  The ministry grew and was beginning to flourish 
when at the end of April 1995, I took a telephone call from Dr. Robert Kuhn, my District President and boss.  He had 
something in mind that he wanted me to pray about.  But in the meantime, I knew that God was still good. 
 
And that is where we will begin next time. 
 
pw      

Kenya 2019 
The date has been set.  Please 
join us on our eyeglass clinic/ 
evangelism trip. We will leave 
Wednesday, May 29 and return 
on Saturday, June 8.  The cost of 
the trip is 2,750.00.  Please 
contact Pastor Terry with any 

questions and signup! 

Special Voters Meeting 

There will be a special voters meeting on Sunday, January 27 at 2pm.  

The Senior Pastor Call Committee will be presenting the slate of 

candidates to the congregation for a vote. 

 

Please check Cross Currents for dates, times, and locations of the 

interviews for the men under consideration.  



 

Just a few years ago, Bethel Lutheran in Morton re-united their church on school by building a new church on the grounds of the 

school. We asked Jeff Anderson, Senior Pastor at Bethel Lutheran, to reflect on the results for them:  

For the last 3 years, we have been blessed by reuniting our ministries, both visibly and emotionally.  For decades, Bethel Church 

has operated a school, but when it was separated from the visible presence of the congregational members, they did not get to 

see the everyday activities happening at the school.  The school was a part of the family that they rarely saw or experienced.  This 

took an emotional toll on having a connective relationship that the church felt towards the school and vice-versa.     

Since we have reunited our church and school we have found numerous benefits.  Not only has the church once again gotten 

reacquainted with the school’s everyday activities and mission, it has not only helped to expose our non-school members to the 

school’s outreach importance to our community, but how important it is to our church body.  

The students are able to attend chapel in a sanctuary, where parents and 

children have been comfortable attending on a regular basis.  This was not the 

case when the chapels, closing programs, and graduation ceremonies were 

done in a basketball gym or at a church building where parents and kids rarely 

entered.  

Our cost of running one building has helped to reduce our cost of maintaining 

two property locations.  From custodial staff, to grounds upkeep, to energy 

costs, the reuniting of church and school has reduced our costs.      

The reuniting of school and church in one location has also helped to reunite the 

focus of both ministry visions.   We can more easily plan and implement a joint 

ministry vision with goals and objectives that will cover both school and church 

in planning, budget preparation, and implementation.      

More than a Pipe Dream 

Thank you, Trinity Lutheran!   

Through your generosity and a grant from Church Extension Fund, we have raised the funds to replace our video equipment.  We 

are working with our vendors to identify the best package to live stream worship to those hungry for the Gospel around the 

world. Barring unforeseen circumstances, we could have new equipment in place in the next few weeks.   

To get started with live streaming at that point, we will need people: 

 Who typically worship at 9:30 AND 

 Have a passion for sharing the Good News of Jesus' love and forgiveness BUT 

 May prefer to work behind the scenes 

Do you worship at one of our traditional services but share the passion?  Stay tuned!  As soon as we roll out the 9:30 service, we 

will start forming teams for both traditional services.  Our long term goal is to stream all worship services, as well as Bible studies 

and special events. 

No experience is necessary.  We will all train on the new equipment together. 

We are currently using portable equipment to capture HD video to post sermons to YouTube, Facebook, and our website.  For a 

free demo with no obligation, please come up to the balcony any Sunday morning before or after 9:30 worship, and look for 

Becky.  She is probably the one behind the camera! 

Becky Schutte 
309-834-3289 
becky@trinluth.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  













 

Messenger 

January 2019 
Mary Bloebaum – Director of FLM 

Mark Fryer – Lay Director of FLM 



 

 

 

 

 

November 2018 
 

Please join us as we Celebrate PW!  
 
There's still time to purchase tickets for the retirement dinner and program 
on Saturday, February 2nd. Tickets are available until January 10th, please 
visit trinluth.org and click on the Celebrate PW picture for more details 
and to purchase tickets online! 
If you are unable to attend on February 2nd, a second opportunity to 
celebrate will be to attend worship on Pastor Wirsing's last Sunday of 
preaching at Trinity on Sunday, February 24th. An Open House Reception 
will be held that afternoon from 2-4pm in the worship center.  
We also encourage you to visit the Celebrate PW page to share well wishes 
and memories via email or video messages!  



 


